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Wesley Heritage Sunday 

Rev. Dr. Bill Jones portrays  

Rev. John Wesley 
 

Mr. Richard Sowers portrays  

Rev. Charles Wesley 

Mrs. Cindy Freeman portrays  

Susanna Wesley 
 

Rev. Dr. Vinson Sutlive portrays  

Rev. Francis Asbury 

in period costumes of the 18th Century 



 

As it has become a tradition at Williamsburg UMC, on Sunday, May 20, we will 
honor our heritage as United Methodists. This Sunday is closest to the date of 
May 24, reminding the church of John Wesley’s “heartwarming experience” at a 
Moravian prayer meeting on Aldersgate Street in 1738, which led to the transfor-
mation of many hearts and lives for the sake of Christ. On Heritage Sunday we 
celebrate a rich legacy of renewal, revival, conversion, and the beginnings of a 
movement that includes not only the Methodist but the Evangelical United Breth-
ren legacy under the banner of The United Methodist Church. 

This year, rather than preach one of John Wesley’s sermons, I will offer re-
flections on one of Wesley’s most famous sermons, “Catholic Spirit,” and its rele-
vance for the 21st century. Throughout the 2,000-year history of Christianity, 
Christians have had disagreements on matters of faith resulting in splits that have 
shaken the visible unity of the Christian church. This was no less true during the 
Wesley era in the 1700s. Within his own Anglican Church, John Wesley sought 
the renewal of the church. His efforts eventually led to the formation of the Meth-
odist Church.  

In 1755 Wesley published his sermon “Catholic Spirit,” which eloquently calls 
for unity in Christian love. From this sermon comes the famous Wesleyan quote, 
“If your heart is with my heart, give me your hand.”  The words are actually not 
Wesley’s but come from an obscure verse in scripture, 2 Kings 10:15. Wesley 
calls this sermon “Catholic Spirit,” but he is not talking specifically about the Ro-
man Catholic Church. The word “catholic” means universal. When we say the 
Apostles’ Creed and say the line, “I believe in the holy catholic church,” we are 
not expressing our belief in the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. We are 
saying that we believe that all Christians of every persuasion are really part of the 
same universal church…that our differences are superficial and at our core we are 
one in the God revealed in Jesus the Christ. 

Wesley’s sermon on “catholic spirit” is pleading with Christians to get along 
with each other…to quit letting differences of opinion about doctrine, forms of 
worship, and religious practice get in the way of loving each other. Is there a 
more contemporary situation for 21st century Christians than that? Common to 
Christians in all denominations, associations, and churches should be a universal 
spirit of love for God in Christ and love for others, what Wesley calls a “catholic 
spirit.” The believer who has a catholic spirit is “Steadfast, they hold firmly to 
their religious principles – those things they believe to be the truth as it is in Je-
sus…their hearts reach out to everyone they know and do not know. With strong 
and cordial affection, they embrace neighbors and strangers, as well as friends 
and enemies. This kind of love is catholic (universal) love. Those who have this 
love possess a catholic spirit. Love alone validates its character, and a catholic 
spirit is universal love” (from John Wesley’s The Standard Sermons in Modern 
English by Kenneth C. Kinghorn).  

Reflections on Wesley’s ‘Catholic Spirit’  

for the 21st Century 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 



 

On Saturday, June 2, 
the United Methodist Men 
will meet for breakfast at 
8:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  The program will 
feature a presentation by 
Mr. David Reubush  of his 
underwater photography.   

The cost of the breakfast is $5.00.  Reservations 
should be made to Charley Skillman (258-4930) or 
email:  csskillmanjr@cox.net  by Monday, May 
28. 

Wesley was not a pluralist. He believed that there were some essential doc-
trines that are non-negotiable for the Christian; these doctrines include the Trin-
ity, Christ’s deity and humanity, and the resurrection. Indifference to these essen-
tial doctrines results in being “driven to and fro, and tossed about with every 
wind of doctrine.”  

There were other non-essential doctrines which Wesley believed Christians 
could disagree upon and he urged tolerance in matters of opinion.  One of these 
non-essentials includes style of worship. Wesley would have been disturbed by 
today’s worship “wars” between those who value the use of contemporary musi-
cal instruments and songs and those who value a traditional style. He would say 
that we should not let forms of worship and other religious practice get in the 
way of loving each other.   

In “Catholic Spirit” Wesley wants to emphasize essential unity in that we need 
to be speaking heart to heart, not mind to mind.  We need to ask, is your heart 
the same as my heart, not are your opinions the same as my opinions. On May 
20 we will gather in worship to hear what Mr. Wesley has to say about the need 
for a “catholic spirit” in the church in the 21st century.  In addition to John 
Wesley, we will be joined by his brother Charles and their mother Susanna and 
Francis Asbury, the first bishop of the Methodist Church in America. We will sing 
and celebrate our rich and diverse United Methodist heritage. 

mailto:csskillmanjr@cox.net


 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

By now many of you have heard or read the news that Williamsburg UMC is getting an intern 
this summer.  This month, I want to take the opportunity to fill you in a little more on what she’ll 
be doing here and how you can be a part of her experience! 

The internship is through the Virginia Conference’s Calling 21 program.  I’ve been privi-
leged to be on the conference Calling 21 committee for the past two years, helping to 
recruit, select, and place interns and make their experiences as fruitful as possible.  
Calling 21 is part of a conference-wide and even denomination-wide effort to reclaim 
a “culture of call” as a church.  Equipping young people to recognize and talk about 
how God is calling them into ministry is something we seem to have lost as a de-
nomination in recent years—and it’s resulted in few young adult clergy.  In fact, 
when I met with the Arlington District Committee on Ordained Ministry prior to be-
ing commissioned, they told me I was a member of the Spotted Owl Society—an en-
dangered species!  It’s a broader problem than one internship program can fix, but 
Calling 21 provides college students who are discerning a call to ministry an opportunity 
to experience all aspects of ministry in the local church, and to process that experience as 
they do. 

Last summer I visited Michelle, a Calling 21 intern, at her church placement.  She showed me around the 
church—decorated for Vacation Bible School—and the community—a resource center they were beginning in 
a local housing project, and we had lunch and she shared some of her experience with me.  Michelle had got-
ten to take the lead on the establishment of the resource center.  She knew the residents of that housing 
project, and she’d even been interviewed on TV about it.  She also knew the low-income, mostly Latino youth 
who hung out at the church’s youth center.  She was involved in the preparations for VBS, and she was get-
ting ready to preach her first sermon.  I’m still in touch with Michelle, who has since entered the candidacy 
process for ordained ministry, gotten an interview for a placement as US-2 mission intern, and been accepted 
to seminary.  Not only did the church benefit from Michelle’s leadership last summer, but the experience was 
influential in her decision to begin the journey toward ordained ministry. 

This summer we’ll meet Emily.  She’s finishing up her sophomore year at Shenandoah Univer-
sity, where she is majoring in Music Therapy, and as all the interns are, she is discerning a call to 
ministry.  Our goal is for her to get a broad experience of what goes on here at WUMC, behind and 
in front of the scenes.  She’ll get to attend Annual Conference, help with VBS here, use her musical 

skills in Respite, come along on some hospital visits, participate in (maybe plan!) some mission and 
service events, help lead worship, see what church meetings are all about, perhaps teach a Sunday 

School class.  Through it all, she’ll meet regularly with me and with some of you to help make sure 
she is getting what she needs from the experience and to help her process and further discern her 

call. 

That’s where you come in.  We need an Intern Support Team of 8-10 people who 
will meet every other week for the duration of the internship (mid-June to mid-August.)  

The Calling 21 committee recommends meeting for dinner in the homes of team mem-
bers.  Neither Bill nor I will be part of this team, but we will help you out with some 

discussion questions.  This is a chance to offer support and to foster growth as you 
accompany Emily in her journey.  Please let me know if you think this is a role to 
which God may be calling you this summer. 

God is calling young people into ministry and leadership in the church—and this 

is one way for us to be a part of that work. 



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or 

call (229-1771). 

My Time in Limón  
by Mary Jo Bennett 

 
 

For the past three years, I have been able to realize one of my life’s goals; to use my 
nursing skills on a medical mission trip. My husband, Dick, and I have traveled to Limón, 
Honduras as part of the mission work of the Carolina Honduras Health Foundation. WUMC 
members Ken and Peggy Hook have served as our capable and caring team leaders, orga-
nizing a group of 14 -18 people from all over the United States to bring medical care to the 
poor and underserved people of Honduras during a week of mission.   

During the week, 500-900 patients are treated for various medical conditions including 
parasites, malaria, severe asthma, and infections. Also in Limón is an orphanage called Leo-
narda’s Home of Hope which houses more than fifty children. The orphanage is located in 
an abandoned, rundown hotel, but even though they have very little, the children’s hope 
and love inspire us beyond measure.  The children greet team members with hugs, kisses, 
joy and much affection.  A new orphanage is under construction.  The foundation for the 
new orphanage has been poured, and funds are being raised to finish the construction and 
furnish the building. 

Returning home from these mission trips makes me even more mindful of the many 
blessings in my life.  Here we take so much for granted - nutritious food, medical care, 
transportation, education, vacations.  For many Hondurans, these parts of life are often 
nonexistent. In the U.S., even the poorest among us have access to a social safety net, yet 
in Honduras there is simply no safety net. 

During the course of the week, team members become like family, and I have been so 
inspired by the dedication and caring spirit displayed by the other team members.  For me, 
the Honduras Mission Trips have been one of the most significant experiences of my life.  

Do you feel God calling you to mission in Honduras? If so, please consider joining the 
Honduras 2013 mission team travelling to Limón March 2-10, 2013.  You do not have to 
have a medical background to join the team. For more information, contact Barbara Mon-
teith at (253-7595) or bgmonteith@verizon.net. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:bgmonteith@verizon.net


 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in May! 
 

From Rev. Todd Query and reNEW Youth Ministry! 
 

The month of May.  Although summer “unofficially” begins at the end of the month, for all intents and 
purposes, May begins a whirlwind summer of activity and excitement...and an above-average share of 
travel...for me and reNEW Youth Ministry.  So if you don’t see me around the building (or around town) for a 

few months, here are a few of the reasons why: 

May 10-22:  Mission Discovery training trip to Zimbabwe.  Upon my return, I will be 
formally trained as a United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Leader and have first-hand 
experience of Africa University and surrounding evirons ahead of the July youth trip to 
Zimbabwe.  I’ll be doing my best to send home a few pictures from the trip, and we’re 
already planning for my June Messenger article to be a page of those photos. 

June 5-11:  West Michigan Annual Conference.  I still hold my official Conference 
Membership in West Michigan Conference, and according to the Book of Discipline, I am required to 
attend the annual meeting. 

June 24-30:  Jeremiah Project.  reNEW Youth Ministry is proud to participate in JP’s 2012 pilot program 
working with existing organizations in Richmond, VA to minister to those who call the urban areas 
“home”. 

July 12-26:  High School Mission Trip to Zimbabwe.  We’ll live at Africa University in Old Mutare, 
work on maintenance and construction projects on campus and do some “social ministry” at the Old 
Mutare Mission, which houses a school, an orphanage, a hospital and a working farm.  We’ll also climb 
Bishop Hertzel’s mountain (where AU was “conceived”) and spend a few days at Antelope Park, a game 
reserve in a town called Gweru. 

Essentially, I’ll be on-the-job, but away from Williamsburg, for nearly half of the three-month period of 
May, June and July. And then it’s August. Like I said: it’s a whirlwind. 

During a few of those trips—and mixed in-between—will be lots of other important events and activities. 
Although we “officially” wrap up our Sunday Night events and programs on May 22, Sunday School 
will continue at 9:30 a.m. throughout the summer, and we’re currently busy planning a Car Wash-a-Thon, 
High School Graduate Recognition, Year-End Cookout and the July 4 Parking Lot Fundraiser. We also hope to 
squeeze in special outings like a Norfolk Tides baseball game and a day at Busch Gardens. Other, 
“specialized” events like Sonic Flash-Mobs or Movie Nights may also be scheduled at the drop of a hat, so 
stay tuned to the various reNEW YM Information Channels for all the important details. 

And be sure not to miss our Annual Cinnamon Knot Sale on Sunday 
morning, May 6! Approximately 250-dozen, fresh-baked Cinnamon Knots 
will be available in the Atrium for your snacking and entertaining pleasure! 
Still only $5/dozen! Our new, fresh-roasted reNEW Custom Coffee will 
also be available! Take home a full pound for only $15! 

Learn more about reNEW Youth Ministry events in the weekly 
bulletin, or by “liking” our Group Facebook Page 
(www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth).   

Also, subscribe to the reNEWsletter by clicking the Email Signup tab on our Facebook Page or through 
the reNEWsletter link under College and Youth at the Church Website. And now, you can get alerts on 
your mobile phone when you subscribe to our Text Message Info Service: just text the word “RENEW” to 
68398. 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

http://www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth
https://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth/app_100265896690345
http://williamsburgumc.org/#/college-youth/the-renewsletter
http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Vacation Bible 
School! 

SKY:  “Everything is Possible 
with God!” 

June 25 - 29  

9:00 a.m. to noon 

Ages 3-years-old to rising 6th grade 

Register now -- forms at connection corner! 

Adult and Youth volunteers needed, too! 

 

VBS Questions, call Cindy Banek  

(229-1771). 

And Back by Popular Demand. . . .  
Helping Hands! 

 

Helping Hands: A Virginia Conference Children's Mission Event, will be held at Williamsburg UMC on Mon-
day, August 6 – Tuesday, August 7.  Michael Berkley will return to lead our praise and worship! 

This event offers rising 4th through 6th graders a hands-on opportunity to do mission 
work.  Kids from all over the Conference join together as one "United" Methodist church mak-
ing a difference in the community. 

 The cost is only $36 per person. This will include a T-shirt, meals and 
snacks, and overnight stay.   Registration will begin on May 1.  Contact Cindy 
Banek (229-1771). 

Hands of Hope at 
the Potato Drop 

 

Several members of our children’s 
Hands of Hope service team participated 

in the Potato Drop recently held at  
William and Mary.  Children and their 

parents put loose potatoes into 10 pound 
bags to be distributed to those in need.  
Our next service project will take place 

on Saturday, May 19 as we  
participate in “Change the World 

Weekend.”  If you would like to  
participate with us, please contact 

Cindy Banek, (229-1771). 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
May 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle  –  Tuesday, May 1, 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  
Our program will be “Women of the Bible:  The Good, The Bad, and The . . .” pre-
sented Cindy Banek. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  –  Tuesday, May 1, 1:30 p.m. at Chambrel Activities Room.  
Our program will be presented by Alice Cottingham on the “Book of Esther”. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle  –  Wednesday, May 2, 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Our 
guest speaker will be Peggy Hook. 
 

Olive Casey Circle  –  Monday, May 7, 9:30 a.m. in church den.  Tom Marshall 
Organist, will give us a tour and presentation of our new organ.  School kits will be 
assembled following the program. 
 

Carol Scott Circle  –  Tuesday, May 8, 1:00 p.m. in church den. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  Guest 
Speaker:  Rhoda Kanna - Vegan Diet presentation, cooking demonstration & sam-
pling.  "Of These Ye May Freely Eat...Discover the Biblical Principles for a Plant-
Based Diet"  Guests are welcome...come hungry & sample this delicious cuisine. 
 

Friendship Circle  –  Monday, May 14, 10:30 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle  –  Monday, May 14, 10:30 a.m. in Windsor Meade Ball-
room.  The program will be a representative from CASA who will inform us of their 
activities in the community. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, May 15, 10:30 a.m., in 
the main Williamsburg Landing Bldg.    

 

Important Dates to Remember  
UMW Sunday, May 13 

Hands on Mission Days, Wednesday, May 16 and Saturday, May 19 

1000 KITS ! 
UMCOR has issued a plea for school and health kits.  

Our goal -- 500 school kits and 500 health kits by June 1. 

All donations go in marked bins in church foyer. 

Save the date -- Saturday, May 26 -- 

All Church Kit Assembly Day. 

Thank you,  

Barb Hamson, Mary Liz Sadler, and  

the Global Outreach Committee 



 

Summer Music Camp 

Registration is underway for our community’s 20th annual ecumenical  
Summer Music Camp for children who have completed grades 1-7.   

Camp will be held here the week of July 9-13 and run from 9:00 a.m.  
to 12:30 p.m. daily.  Each morning will include devotions, choir,  

music/arts, crafts and refreshments.  The camp will conclude with a  
Vespers Service on Friday July 13 at 7:00 p.m.   

The registration fee is $45.  Brochures are available at the church or 
 can be downloaded from the church website.  For further information  

or to volunteer contact Terri Osborne, Camp Coordinator at  
musiccamp@williamsburgumc.org, or (220-3647). 

MUSIC MINISTRIES for MAY 
 

May 6, Communion Sunday — adult choirs present “Alleluia” by Ed Harris. 

May 6, Voice Recital by Judy Johnson, soprano with Tom Marshall, piano, to benefit the 
Early Childhood Music School.  

May 13, Mother’s Day — children’s choirs and choir moms sing at the 11:00 a.m. service: 
Carol Choir and Wesley Choir sing “A Mother Lined a Basket”  by John D. Horman; adult choirs 
will present “Lift a Song All Ye People” by Joseph Martin. 

May 16, 12:15 p.m., Organ & Viola Recital — Tidewater Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists presents Thomas Marshall, organ and Amy Davis, viola.   

May 20, Wesley Heritage Sunday — in full 18th century costumes: Rev. Bill Jones por-
trays Rev. John Wesley, Cindy Freeman portrays Susanna Wesley, Richard Sowers portrays 
Charles Wesley, and Vince Sutlive portrays Bishop Francis Asbury in a special annual wor-
ship service dedicated to the memory of the founders of the Methodist Church in America, Sanc-
tuary Choir, Chancel Choir, and Canticles of Praise will sing Wesley hymn arrangements at 8:15 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

May 27, Day of Pentecost — adult choirs will present “Come Thou, Holy Spirit” by Pavel 
Tschesnokoff. 

mailto:musiccamp@williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families  

of those who have passed 
away during the month 

of April: 

Joyce Setzer 

Marvin Willard 

Phyllis Grose 

Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Smith 

Many thanks to the 15 volunteers 
who cheerfully worked cleaning the 
chairs in Fellowship Hall.  Well done!! 

To Church Friends — 

Thank you so much for the beauti-
ful cards, flowers, phone calls, visits, 
prayers, and encouragement these 
many weeks of surgeries and therapy.  
God Bless You All. 

With Christ’s Love, 

Nyla Spitzer 

Thanks So Much! 

Thank you, church family, for the 
cards, visits, and mostly your prayers 
during my recent surgery & recovery.  
Also thank you to our “Good Shep-
herd’s” (Bill, Mike, & Allie) for those 
hospital visits. 

Love, 

Patti Olsson 

Dearest Family in Christ, 

Thank you so much for the beauti-
ful prayer shawl.  Just knowing of your 
loving care and concern has already 
been a blessing to me.  Thank you 
Alma and all the others who share your 
wonderful talent.  Interestingly, yellow 
seems to be my healing color . . . 

How comforting to be wrapped in 
God's love and prayers. 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Ethel Story 

Thank You’s 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
The monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will meet Wednesday, May 9 

at noon in Fellowship Hall.  Shirley Devan, President of the Williamsburg 
Bird Club, will present a program on bluebirds, complete with video.  
She will also tell us about the Williamsburg Bird Club.  Come and  

join us as new friends are always welcome!    
We only ask that you bring a small donation  

for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or  
dessert to share with the group.  This month, in  
lieu of food items for FISH, please bring items  

for UMCOR School Kits.  We look forward to seeing 
you!  For information about our Silver Saints  
group, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Have you stopped in the library to peruse our selection of magazines and had difficulty with the fine 
print?  Or to read one of Bill Jones’ sermons you missed and wished for increased magnification?   Help now 
is close at hand in our newly acquired magnifying reader, housed in the main collection room.  Our thanks to 
Sarah Ford Bland for this valuable addition to our church library.  Thanks also to the Susanna Wesley Circle 
for their gift of two delightful children’s books in memory of Helen Langston.  What could be a more appropri-
ate subject at this time of the year than And Then It’s Spring, and, Otto the Book Bear.  Our children 
will be lining up to read these two delightful books. 

Along with nature, everything is coming up green in our library this month.  Have you wanted to live a 
more eco-friendly life style but felt it would be too time-consuming or expensive?  Or wondered if your mea-
ger efforts would even make a difference?  Then check out our display of “green resources” and be prepared 
to be surprised at the enormous difference the smallest changes can make.   In the Green Lifestyle Hand-
book and Save Our Planet you’ll learn of hundreds of ways you can help heal and clean up the earth; Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle will answer all of your recycling questions; and in Go Green $ave Green you’ll dis-
cover practical, easy-to-implement, money saving tips for going green.  In doing so, we live more God-

centered lives  and become better stewards of our financial and natural resources.  At the 
end of the day sit with J. Ellsworth Kalas as he encourages readers in All Crea-
tion Sings to open their ears and listen for God’s messages in the world around 

them. 

For the children there is For Everyone to Share, Recycle!  A Handbook for 
Kids, One Child, One Planet and S is for Save the Planet, a unique, earth-

friendly alphabet book.  And to celebrate the season, join the search with 
The Boy Who Didn’t Believe in Spring, explore  Liam’s Curious Garden, 
discover Dancers in the Garden, and enjoy a Picnic with the Barleys. 
  

“A book is like a garden carried in a pocket.” – Chinese Proverb 

Library News 
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Financial update 
A few weeks ago, the Finance Committee informed you of a problem with the esti-

mated income for 2012.  It was determined that at the year’s end the church would be 
short approximately $126,000.  You were advised that hopefully $50,000 of that deficit 
could be offset by an increase in unpledged gifts and you were requested to make a one-
time gift to help offset the remaining $76,000. 

As of April 18, the church had received 105 gifts totaling $55,209 which will go a long 
way toward reducing the deficit.  And, unpledged income continues to come in above 
budget, so the $50,000 offset appears realistic.  However additional gifts are needed to 
insure that the church does not have to cut important programs.   

A great big “Thank You” goes to all of you who lovingly responded to the financial 
needs of the church.   Your support and cooperation are genuinely appreciated.  If you 
have not responded with your gift, the Finance Committee has extended the time for dona-
tions.  The new deadline is Sunday, May 13.  You may let the church know of your gift 
by using one of the gift cards found in the pew racks or call Joe Meadows (229-1771) at 
the church office. 

Thank you! 
Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee 


